
The world faces a grave
nutrition situation...1

2 billion people lack key micronutrients like iron and vitamin A 

155 million children are stunted 

52 million children are wasted  

2 billion adults are overweight or obese 

41 million children are overweight 

88% of countries face a serious burden of either two or
             three forms of malnutrition 

And the world is off track to meet
all global nutrition targets

Improving nutrition will be a
catalyst for achieving goals
throughout the SDGs…

…but the SDGs present an unprecedented
opportunity for universal and integrated change.
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...and tackling underlying
causes of malnutrition
through the SDGs will help
to end malnutrition. 
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There is significant opportunity for
financing a more integrated approach
to improving nutrition universally

To leave no one behind,
we must fill gaps and
change the way we

analyse and use data
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Malnutrition has a high economic 
and health cost and a return of 
$16 for every $1 invested. 

1 in 3 people are malnourished...

The bigger opportunity is for 
governments and others to invest in 
nutrition in an integrated way, across 
sectors that impact nutrition outcomes 
indirectly, like education, climate 
change, or water and sanitation. 
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We must make sure 
commitments are concrete 
pledges that are acted on
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Deep, embedded political commitment to nutrition will 
be key to progress. Commitments need to be ambitious 
and relevant to the problem, leaving no-one behind.

There is an exciting opportunity to achieve 
global nutrition targets while catalysing other 
development goals
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Ending

malnutrition

in all its forms will catalyse

improved outcomes across the SDGs

Data gaps are hindering accountability and 
progress. To improve nutrition universally we 

need better, more regular, disaggregated data. 
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The SDGs are brought together into
five areas that nutrition can
contribute to and
benefit from. 

Double duty actions Tackle more than one 
form of malnutrition

Will increase the effectiveness 
and efficiency of investment of 
time, energy and resources to 
improve nutrition

Triple duty actions
Tackle malnutrition
and other development 
challenges

Could yield multiple benefits 
across the SDGs

...but global spending by donors on 
undernutrition is 0.5% of ODA...

...and on NCDs and obesity is
0.01% of global ODA. 

$
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